
Process to name ‘New North MS’
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In accordance with the DCPS school naming policy, the school planning team aims to have a community 
engagement process through direct communication with students, staff, parents and families

STEP 1: Collect 
Nominations from 
the Public 
(Summer)

STEP 2: DCPS and 
CWG reviews and 
narrows 
nominations 
(Sept)

STEP 3: Collect 
feedback on the 
finalists. 
(Sept/Oct)

STEP 4: DCPS and 
CWG work 
together on final 
recommendation 
for the for 
Chancellor (Oct)

STEP 5: Chancellor 
and sends 
proposal to City 
Council for review 
and final action 
(Nov)
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50 Total Nominations Received
The DCPS School Planning Team received 50 total nominations between June 6 and September 7. Nominations based on the name of 

a person were overwhelmingly the most popular. There were 2 nominations based on a neighborhood or place. 

50

Total Nominations

31

Individuals nominated

2

Neighborhoods/Places 
Nominated

7

Individuals nominated 
more than once
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Ward 4 is well represented among nominations
Respondents on the nomination form were asked to select a ward of residence. An overwhelming majority of 
these respondents reported that they live in Ward 4.  22 percent of nominations came from outside Ward 4. 

Ward 1
4%

Ward 3
2%

Ward 4
78%

Ward 5
6%

Ward 6
8%

Ward 8
2%

Ward Demographics of Respondents 

Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward 5 Ward 6 Ward 7 Ward 8
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Alexander Sanchez* Georgiana Simpson Marion S. Barry

Alma Thomas Ida B. Wells Marvin H. Caplan

América Libertad Calderón James Baldwin Mary Ann Shadd

Barack Obama* Jane Addams Maurice Williams

Barbara Jordan Jim Vance* Milestone Middle School Brightwood Campus

Bayard Rustin* John Wesley and Otelia Cromwell Osborne Perry Anderson

Calvin Coolidge Josephine Bruce Paul A. Quander, Jr.

Charlotte E. Ray Josephine Dorothy Butler Ralph J. Bunche

Crystal Springs Middle School Lawrence Graves Roberta Flack*

Dovey Johnson Roundtree* Madam CJ Walker Samuel Jolles

Elizabeth Proctor Thomas Marie Sklodowska-Curie Shirley Chisholm

*This nomination will not move forward because public spaces in the District of Columbia may not be named after a living person 
or a person who has been deceased for less than two years: https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/9-204.05.html

33 total individuals and places were nominated

27 of these will move forward for review by the Coolidge Community Working Group

https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/9-204.05.html


Civil Rights & Social Justice Activists and Teachers were the most common 
professional backgrounds of nominees

9 nominations were from individuals who are known for civil rights and social justice activism while 6 individuals 
are known for their careers in K-12 education. There were a handful of U.S. Presidents and politicians nominated.

Civil Rights / Social 
Justice

América Libertad Calderón
Barbara Jordan
Bayard Rustin
Ida B. Wells
Josephine Dorothy Butler
Marvin H. Caplan
Mary Ann Shadd
Osborne Perry Anderson
Shirley Chisholm

Education

John Wesley
Otelia Cromwell
Josephine Bruce
Lawrence Graves
Madam CJ Walker

Broadcasting & 
Journalism

Jim Vance
Maurice Williams

Presidents & Other 
Politicians & 
Government

Barack Obama
Calvin Coolidge
Marion Barry
Dovey Johnson Roundtree
Paul A. Quander, Jr. 

Social Work Jane Addams

Writers James Baldwin

Engineering Samuel Jolles

Law Charlotte E. Ray

Political Science Ralph J. Bunche

Artist & Singer
Alma Thomas
Roberta Flack

Neighborhood
Crystal Springs
Milestone

Historical Citizen Elizabeth Proctor Thomas

Science
Georgiana Simpson
Marie Sklodowska-Curie
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Civil Rights & Social Justice Activists as well as individuals from K-12 Education were 
the most common professional backgrounds of nominees

9 nominations were from individuals who are known for civil rights and social justice activism while 6 individuals 
are known for their careers in K-12 education. There were a handful of U.S. Presidents and politicians nominated.

Civil Rights & Social Justice 
Activism

26%

Education
17%

Presidents, Politicans and 
Government

15%

Professional Backgrounds and Categories of Nominations

Civil Rights & Social Justice Activism

Education

Broadcasting & Journalism

Presidents, Politicans and Government

Social Work

Writers

Engineering

Law

Political Science

Artists and Singers

Neighborhood Based Name

Historical Citizen

Science
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Black Women were the most popular demographic of submitted nominees

African-American women represent a plurality of individuals nominated by respondents. African-American men 
and women together comprise the majority of all nominees that were submitted to the School Planning team.

Black Men
37%

Black Women
47%

White Men
3%

White Women
7%

Latino Men
3%

Latino Women
3%

Race & Gender Demographics of Nominations

Black Men Black Women White Men White Women Latino Men Latino Women
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Coolidge High School and its 4 feeder education campuses are well 
represented in submitted nominations

Respondents were asked to select a school affiliation on the nomination form. 17 DCPS school communities are represented in this
answer including 8 DCPS school communities located in Ward 4. Every school in the Coolidge HS feeder pattern is represented.

• How to read: There were 10 respondents who reported an affiliation to the Coolidge HS community as an alum, parent or 
community member, etc.

• Note: The blue boxes represent the schools that comprise the Coolidge HS feeder pattern
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